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In t-his report, test resuOs on the Georgia 
Criterion-Referenced Tests (GCRT) are presented for first-, fourth-, 
and eighth-grade Atlanta ffupils. A brief report of results on the 
Georgia Ba3ic Skall Tests (GBST) for tanth graders is also inclAided. 
Specifically, the^jBCT^X is designed to assess students*, performance on 
reading (including concepts in reading, literal comprehension, and 
' inferential comprehension) and mathematics (including concept 

identification, companent^oper^t ion , and problem solving)* The 1984 
mean scale scores of Atlanta first graders exceeded state performance 
levels on both the readijig and mathematics tests of the first-grade 
A GCRT. Although the readi^n^ and mathematics performance of 
^ j f ourth^grade pupils continued to rise from 1880 to 1984^ statewide 
\. / pferf ormance also rose* Thus, performance of Atlanta fourth graders 
* fell below the state level. The performance of Atlanta eighty graders 
was also below the s\ate level. Numerous tables list the performance 
of each grade on test objectives; indicate performance of individual 
schools; and give comparisons among state (Georgia), district (Metro 
Area), and Atlanta norms* Comments on the GBST report that 91 percent 
pxipi Is 



in regular tenth grades passed the reading test, and 85 
percent passed the mathematics test. (Skills measured 
were similar, and' in some cases identical, to those of 



GBST 



eighth grade GCRT, though at a higher level of 
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Aiu\ i\)r P<n<'rntage* ot AtLinta Pubhr St hi>nls Pupils Masterifi^ 




of the Ob)C( tives on tfie Cieor^ia (Titer ipn-RcfereiuH*d Tests 

^"^bjertive PrO^tite Report for Grade 8 Reading 

ObjtH tivf iVofile Report for tirade U Matliernatu's 
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n>ir i;ig Ihr l^^S^ m !u)ol yiMf , the State IVpartrnefit ot I'diiiMtion reqiiirtnl ttuit all 
first, tv>MrtIi, acu! <'i>'Jitli ^'j a^lo [)U[)ils be a<tnufust<*f ed tlio Cieor^ia CYi tenon-Retorenrecl 
Tests r). In a<tditKMn tht^tentfi grade students and all students who fuid tMitered the 

nintfi gradi' lu tiie 19Si-S2 s< hoi)I year and had not passed tlie ^4eor^ia Basir Skills Tests 
((.,[\ST) diiring tfu» 19S2-83 s< tiool year were require<l to take the Gi^ST in the fall. Those 
students riot [)assing tlie GhST in the fall were then retested ui the spring* 

in thisTq>r»rt, ttu* t^'st rcsu! ts "Tire presented by grad<* level for ea<^h of tlie fo(ir 
grouf hf'gif uung witti tfu' first gradt*. It should ho nott*d that the CiC^RT perforfnaru e of 
the first grade pupils was ingher than the state average, and the performances of the 
fourtf) and ^Mghth grade pupils were below the respt^ tive state ci^rages. 



IM'Rl ORMANCi: OV THE hlRST CiRADl- PUPILS ON THE 

GFoRcdA (^RiTi:RioN-Rrj'f:Rr.Nc:r:n tksts 



Tt\«- HHtial adcfunistratioff i)f the new+V developed first grade Georgia Criteriqn- 
i^eterrn* rrl T^sts (Ci(M';T) <k curred dnru)g tfu' spring of 1^84. Tfie State IVpartrneut of 
f'duratton f<'(|uc*sted that the tests hv s«'hedided in April. Since tfie loral administration 
of tfie ( *ah forma Arhu^yenient Testj> (C^AT) was s< }ieduled for the first two weeks of April 
afid thi- ^p^tng varation was s< lu^duled for tht* third week of April, the elementary sc:hools 
of \tlafit.i wrf#^ <dlowfd two oj)tions: (I) Test thf' first grado pupils with the CAT a week 
<Mr litM th<ifi s< h»*^)nltMi arid ust* werk [>f lor to the s[)nng br(Mk to adrrunistor the fust 
gradr (,( [', or (/) adinin!stt:r ttu* CAT as v fieduU^d and administ«*r the first grade C.<!RT 
\\\(' w*'fk att^'t s[>r ing vaf attofu Nrttht^r option was idt»al suir^" it meant a ^ fioi< e f>rtwecn 
hi. ;- * /I, I i- t." or t«'stinj; a Vacation \)cruvA. ^f)proxirnatr !y onr tfurd of the 

'•[' "iMMtifv huol ; ' h to trst prior to \\\r liolidays, witfi the rffoainder of th** 
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|. \ ; f».» M »f#-. \\ f'j#- \ \^ ,\ f't t'->' pnpd * \u til*' At) tot. 1 t^ohli* 

I. . . i x^f ' nop tr* 0 X itii ^^M on -to oio fi >r'^ . t ft ill (Hjpil . Hi ^ «Kor i^i I, \\\f' 
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1*,,. t i .^f^.^^hu^' v\*^ t M.itli»*'n,tti« s ohif. tiV^'s fifMiurt^! f)v t!u* first 



. • r f o \ r « ♦ I. 



['•mJim,;. } f TaS!" ;t Mfi hf drtrrrnuRvi that X\)v prd-cntA^o of ftrst yj.idv {Mipils 
aiastt^rifj)' thr rtvidm^; objrrtivi's ranged lvou\ a low ot ')7 ()inf Ofit fnast(*rinj; Oh)ectivc ^ 
(f f-rtHV^/''*. ''^i'li' iflv St iN^d .KU!i iiitMs, dctails^ sccjUCHc fs of fvtMits, aful raijso and 
-ft.-. ' ' ^ "iir* )t y/. -nastrfijii', tivr ^ fs«M*N"t^> s\ lUa* t irallv 

! .♦•'5. iM\ inp*^ ip* ; it^^ wofds). ( >vT^paf^»/i with th^' [Mn'forMKtiu of ^^^irst ^M.rtlt*rs 
throii^hiMit Cirorv;ia, a hi^hrf [i^^rt rntage^ of pupils trutn \VS a<:hievtxl six of the ten 
rfMil:hi' ohp'^ tiv^-s, ('oMipari'd witt^ tiu* pt^r forfTiafK-^"* of ttie first y^rdc\v pupils the 
notro[; olifMfi ar*M of Aclahta, a higher portentage of first grade pupils from Af^S 
{MLfl^^^l t[rtr<>r<Mding of))e( tivt-s, ttie ^anie f)er(:enta^e mastered two ob}C<:tives, and a 




srrnHH^* [>*T^ ^^fit<i>v^ fiMstrrcui five ^H>jO< tives. T^u^ Objet tive Profile Report for readijig is 

ifK'lud*'d Id I ahl»' 

M,tfn<"^ja:i s. i\\r jjrf ( <'.'Ua^;t* ol tirst ^r^ivU- pii[)ils Miastoring tlie 1*) rriatfieuiati<:s 
obi*'« tiv^'s r iTj)'/'d ff.>ni f>0 percent at isterifjg uia-ChefiKitu s Objective > (identifiers sets of 
poifjt.*^ thtMr ti-lati.»ns .rid pri){)er ties) to percent mastering rnatheinatirs 

tiv* ^ ^r^-^ t*,;Mi/..**, whoN' nufrtbers). VIh* fi^atfuMnatK s v)bje< tfves and perrent<ige of 
[)Upi! , Ml ist*'f Hi^', h af*- indn ated m rat)U* 2. ^ 

'A^f-t: . M!,<:^u .M^^, thf* percentage of first gr id*»rs MtastfTir^g fVirl» objec tive to the first 
t t' ^. .1 :.,{..' .r it'-wid'-. a i\i^'h*T per ^ »Mita);<* of \rl<inta pupds fn<istefe<i seven 

iih)*-' f,v">. t^*' . i Ht- i>ff- enta?;e mast<Ted i)nf ol>)i-( tive, and a smaller per< entage 

vVlirn !h»' ' ''Mji tr >f 5 p. iMid^^ vith th*^ f if >t^,f ad^T s m tfi'^ 
r r.. • 1^ •t'.t ^'■l.r.M, .1 Ltf^M-r pef< i-ntaiM* <d M'S pupil , ^'last^'red one ob)^'MiVf% 
ts.- , , ... . . ■ - t' 1 •t^j^*^ tiv, .tfitt a '. irihf^* [ktc entage Mhist^T^'d Iturt^-^'li 

* ■ 1' • 1- .r f f ,f . 1 t - I* I* s I . ifH lud*'d \\\ I atil*' 
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fj,>MU ^kitl? t*u' a .;r*Mt<T prr ctMit of i>u!)ils nuislornij', ttio objrrtivrs 

. ......i f r ,j Ar*n* ,1'. f.Wl'>ws: Xi uiff vmi Tar k, hrii H ill, l^r aiuion, 

vlontui.-rital roloiiv, i i. k.-tt, <.au\vu HiUs, Harwell, Howi-ll, la. ksvMi, Peyton I'orfst, 

Sinitli, Vlvst Xtlanta, Wlul.', aii<! W illianis t-l.-'iirfitary srhools. 

( A)iti I'l .tans ' 
/ 

Ifu' I Mi'Mi, ai.- ,i .>t fa<- \tianta i'aali. liuui > t ir >;uult' [^ujjil, -.-x. ••<'<i«*d 

tti.- .!,it.' i.'-t t ■m ail. «• l<- vl . an *)atti ttu- t<- idm^; aiu! iwithc natn s tests ol the first ^;ra<lr 
C.CivM'. NMulf tins iivIk at^^-s a strong', first i;railc curt i< uhitn, tfuTO is a ne<-(j to analy/.c 
. los.-ly tfu- perfMnnatu i- of tfu- first ^;ra<1f p-ipils at <m( f> eU-mt-'ntary s< fu)oi to pinpouit 
weak ar«M'. and str'-nv,tfi*'it tlte instrnc tior^al pro^;rafn where indu at»'(l. Tficse cKita should 
form tfn' l,asi, for lii.tni. tional jjlatuiuiK so that tin- current first ^',rade pupils will t)0 
prrpat.-d t..r t'l.- tlur I yt.uU- test, whu h will r>e mandatory m tt,e spring', of I'JH^ and will 
^t T V r» ' * f 1 h »n tiu jH on Hit ion to t our th ^.;r\utf. 

T ihlf 1 



I if >T t a .idf < icor ^ ritff lod Wcffr*MH cH losts 
Schooh .mi\ (it'orv'ja, I'^S^^ 



Atlanta P'lbli^ 
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The I'^S? revised foiirUi grade Georgia Ott er ion -Rcfcrcnrcd Tests (iiC'R!) was 
adrnifustfred for the first titue it^ tfie spring of I98«f. The new edition of the test 
condensed the number of reading objectives from 20 to II and the nutnb^ot mathematics 
objectives from 20 to 12. Additional changes involved deleting word-identification skills 
objLK:tives and adding problem-solving skills objectives to the reading test. 

f 

Overall Per f orniance 

A comparison of the mean scale scores of the fourth grade pupils of the Atlanta 
Public Schools (APS) from 1981 to indicated a progressive rise in achievement in 

both reading and mathematics. However, there was a rise in state- scores over the period 
also. When the mean scale scores of APS pupils were compared with the mean scale 
scores for ail fourth grade pupils in Georgia for the same period, the state scores were 
found to be higher in each skill area each year. The comparison is listed in Table 8. 

« 

Reading. The reading objectives and the percentage of APS pupils mastering each 
are listed in Table 9. The percentages ranged from a low ol 33 percent of the pupils 
mastering Reading Objective (recognizes implicitly stated main ideas, details, sequence 
of events, and cause and effect relationships) to a high of 65 percent of the pupils 
mastering Reading Objective 3 (interprets instructions). Comparing the performance of 
the Atlanta pupils by objective with the performance of pupils in the metropolitan area 
and the overall performance statewide, a lower percentage of Atlanta fourth graders 
achif'vrd earh reading obje<:tive. The comparis<in is listed in Table 10. The Objective 
Profile Report for reading is inrhided in Table II. 

M.itliernatK s. The percentage of fourth grade pupils achi^-ving thi- iriathematirs 
objec tives, which are listed in Table 9, ranged frotn ^^3 pcrront who were able to identify 
sf'ts of points and their relations arui properties ((^bje< tive 3) to 82 percent wf)o were abJe 
to conipute with whole ruimbers and fractions (Ohjertive /). " However, when the- 
lynrUntr)r\r\( r of \\)v MlnuXn fMipils was (OJnpared witli the p(*r f of rTiaru e of (>upils in the 

jU'^lit iM U'M uv\ thf . fH)^h. »ot »f.if^\ tin- j>rf ^ rntaf.'/' \t!inti » ^:»-vim/^ 

the oh,i- tives was suuillr-f tor >i ofi|eMtv^^ The 0()|e^ tivf Profile Kr{)ort for 

math^Mnat!* s is lud**H in fahh- I/. ^ 
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V 

pupTls \\\ C.rorgia, five clcfnentary s^^4>^ols ImcI tfie safnc or a lar^t*r poR tMitu^^e of pupils 

Mornuigsuie, Smith, and West Manor. The listing of sc:fiools is indicated in Table I ?. 

The comparison of the mathematics performance of the fourth graders by elementary 
schools with the statewide performance, listed in Table 1^, induated that .\ I-t^g^T 
percentage of fourth graders at Anderson Park, f^randon, East Lake, Garden Mills, 
lackson, Lakewood, Miles, Morningside, Rusk, Smith, and West Manor elementary s< ho<:>ls 
achieved the mathematics objectives. 



Conclusions 



Although the reading and rnathcfnatirs performance of the fourth grade pupils of the 
Atlanta Public Schools continued to rise from 1980 to 1984, the statewide performance 
rose also, and the performance levels for the Atlanta pupils fell below the statewide 
levels. Each elementary school should examine closely the objectives on which the pupils 
were strong and the objectives on which they were weak and then reinforce the fourth 
grade instructional program where indicated. 



Table 8 

F'oiirth Grade Georgia Criteripn-Referenced Tests 
Mean Scale Scores for Atlanta Public 
Schools and Georgia, I98l-198«^ 
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I ourth Grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests Objectives and ttie 
Per<-entage of Atlanta Pub^ Schools Pupils Mastering Each Objective 



Percentage of Pupils 

_^ Ob jective Mastering Objectives 

READING OBJECTIVES 

I ♦ Distinguishe's"t>etween.fact and opinion* 61 
2. Recognizes explicitly &|^ated mam ideas, details, 

sequence of events, and c*au4je and effect relationships. ^7 

3- ^ Interprets instructions. . r 6^ 

Recognizes implicitly stated main ideas, detaH^, 

sequence of events, and cause and effect relationships. 33 

5. Interprets semantic and syntactic relationships. ^9 

6. Classifies words. ''^^ ^7 

7. Matches similar sources. 62 

8. Uses reference sources^i^ 39 

9. Makes generalizations and draws conclusions. 3^ 

10. Makes predictions and comparisons. 38 

1 1 . Recognix^s relevance of data. ^^9 



MATHEMATICS OBJECTIVES 

1 , Recognizes different names for whole numbers and fractions. 79 

2. Identifies relations and properties of sets. , 61 
3- Identifies sets of points and their relations and properties. ^3 

Selects units to measure length, area, volume, weight, 

time, and ternf>erature. *>9 

Oetermmes amounts of money. 69 

6. Applies units to determine length, area, volume, weight, 

time, and temperature. 68 

7 . Computes with whole numbers and fractiof^s. 87 

8. {Stifru'it(*s results. 60 
S^^lerts appropriat<' op<*rcit ions. '^^^ 

10. St^lvfs sufiple word pro[)l<Mns* ^»^» ^ 

11, Orp,t4iu/x»s data, 
I fr^t.Tpr rts data, 
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Table 10 



Atlanta Publk Schools, Georgia, and the Metro Area Who Achieved 
Mastery of the Objectives on the Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests 



A Comparison of the Percentage of Grade ^ Pupils in 



Percentage of Grade Pupils 

Mastering Re&ding Objectives 

Atlanta Public Metro"" 
Objective Number Schools Georgia Area 



1 61 67 72 

2 1*7 59 63 

3 65 79 82 
It 33 tt5 51 

5 ^^9 57 62 

6 57 63 67 

7 62 70 73 

8 39 ii7 ^ 52 

9 /• • 67 70 

10 38 50 55 

11 ^^9 '61 67 



Percentage of Grade ^ Pupils 
Mastering Mathematics Objectives 
Atlanta Public Metro 
Objective Number Schofgls Georg ia Area 



1 79 83 85 

2 f 61 70 75 

3 43 55 60 
«f ' 59 73 77 

5 69 76 ^ 77 

6 68 79 / 83 

7 82 85 I 87 

8 60 71^ 77 

9 53 57 

10 66 73 76 

11 72 79 83 

12 «^8 58 63 
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TABLE 12 CONPD. 



OBd^CTIVF PROFIt!: REPORT 
« 

FOR ATLANTA CITY 
GRAOF 4 MATH SPRING 1984 



CODF NO 76iqOOO 
PAGF NO 03 



>OBJFCTIVE 9 Selects appropriate operations. 



>OBJECTIVE 10 Solves slfi^le word problems 



r 



PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (4 OF 6 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 

METRO 

ATLANTA CITY 

OF YOUR 3965 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH 

2237 May need Instruction selecting the a^^propriate operation for a 
one stop word problem. . 



t 



PFRCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (4 OF 5 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 

METRO 



ATLANTA fclTY 

^66% 

OF YOUR 3965 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH 

1687 Play need Instruction applying the operat^n of division In a 
single word problem, ^ 

1067 May need Instruction appfyinq tlie operations of'addltlon or 
subtraction In a single word problem. 

1259 May need Instruction solving word problems with two operations 



>ORJf<:TTVF n Orq^mi/e*; datn. >ORjlcriVE 12 Interprets data 



PFRCtNT Af;MlfV!N<; OBJFCflVf (4 OF 6 CORRECT) 
fiFORfUA 

• ♦ * * ^* ♦ ♦ * w . » • vyqx 

Mf TRO 

' 83% 

A T ( ANI A CI T I' 

♦ > ♦♦♦♦♦•♦♦•♦**72% 

fu voup :nr,fi snK)FNfs TFsrFO in math 

'JO^O M.iy fu>#>d ins t r uf: t ion npif>f:ting the graph, table, or chart whWrh 
f:orrnf;tiv f^pfor.ent"^ g 1 vpn information 
? Mciy noof^ tfj", f f uc t »or> sr»|pr,tlng which question to ask for 
f;ol tMf » irti| i nf or m;i t i or) to «^f> I Vf* a problem. 




PFRCFNT ACHIFVff^ OBJECT I vr (7 Of If) CORPECrj 
GFORGIA 

♦••.•c,Ry 

METRO 

ATI ANIA CI FY 

OF YOUR 3965 STUDENTS TFSTFO IN MATH 

565 May need Instruction Inter pr rit I ng gr aphn using kc»y«; 

2697 May npod Instruction lder>tlfylng the Ml'^^^lihood of an o^jtroine 

147? May r»ePd instruction I nt or pr et I r^g clrclo graphs 

13flft May neod Inst^ctlnn Inter pr r»t i rK| tahlf»s or rhartn 
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REFERENCE) 
TES15 



ERIC 



AiifA rrsTfo 



AflANTA rifv 

ADAMSVIIIC (IfM 
AMflFRSON PARK 
A»K|ifP|<;ilT Fl f M 
Rf rcMF « Mil I 5 
RfN Ml ( I r t fM 
HF NYf FN Ft F M 
RETIKINF fLFM 
HI Af ff Vlt 1 AGF 
Bl Al 0( K F4 FM 
BOVO ri f •! 
A Hf7ANnON M f if 
BOFhTf O Ft FM 
BUPOf S^l f t I M 
( AIMPBF t t F t FM 
CAP I f Ol Vf F W f I rM 
TAPF V Ft FM 
CAIIIFP Ft FM 
CASt ADf f ( FM 
CMAf f AMOOC'Kf f r t FM 
ri f Vf I AND I I f M 
iOt I HP MF IGMf S ft 
C ONNA! t V F I f M 
rONTINFNIAl fOlONY 
f nOK Ft FMF Nf APy 
f)OF4BS F I f M 
nPF W I I f M 

tnifmAP f 1 1 M 

f AS t I AKI F t FM 
t f4fli I Ml AVf f I f M 
FAIN f t FM 
r I f ? T f t F M 
I OWt IP F I f M 
r.AOt)FN Mr I i S M F M 
MfJf f>N'. f I f mi 
GOPf)f)N f t f M 
f.PflVf t'APK f i t M 

f ;u I f F r t f M 

IIAPUf n M f M 
MAPWI II f i I •< 
f 4F PMlON f I I M 
MflMr I'APk f t t M 
M«Pf f < f M 

ttf)wf It M r M 

^ftfftF Pr M f M 
MMMPMP I F % F I F M 
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PFTFPSON Ft FM 

PFVFON roPtST Fi FM 

Pf I f S Fl f 

PAr;<;(>At f F I F M 

Of vrPS f I FM 

PUSX F I FM 

o r f f t F M 

StATFP flFM 

SI A rOM FtfM 

SMI f M ( t F M 

Sf ANTON D ^4 tJ FM 

M ANION r I ,n I M 

Sy ( VAN Mill', f ( ( Mf NT 

ritf?MASV f t i f M f M 

f (If IMF P f t f %| 
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PERFORMANCE OF THE EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS ON THE 
GEORGIA CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS 

i 

The eighth grade pupils in the middle and high schools were administered the 1982 
revision of the eighth grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests (GCRT) in March 
It was the second ye^ this edition of the test was used. 

Overall Performance 

The GCRT performance of the eighth grade pupils of the Atlanta Public Schools 
(APS) im^ved each year from l^«0 to 1984, based on the comparison of the mean scale 
scores which are indicated in Table 15. However, there was improvement each year in the 
state scores, and the level of performance of APS fxipils remained below the mean 
performance levels of eighth gradeFs throughout the state of Georgiau 

^ Reading . The eighth grade reading objectives and the percentage of pupils mastering 
each objective are listed in Table 16. The range of pupils mastering the d>jectives was 
33 percent mastering Reading Objective ^ (implicitly stated main ideas, details, sequence 
of events, and cause and effect relationships) to 76 percent mastering, Reading 
Objective 6 (interprets -figurative language). Compared with the performance of pupils in 
the metropolitan area and throughout Georgi^, a smaller percentage of APS eighth 
graders mastered each objective. The comparison is indicated in Tables 17. The 
Objective Profile Repyort for reading is included in Table .18. 



Mathematics. The percentage of pupils mastering each mathematics objective 
ranged from 41 percent to 75 i^cent. T|^W>jective on Which the least mimber of pupils 
demonstrated mastery was Mathematics Objectiyc'4, which was to identify relations and 
properties of sets of points. The highest percentage of mastery was <xi Mathematics 
Objective 10 (organizes data). Again, a*lower percentage of Atlanta pupils mastered each 
objective when comparing their performance with the performance of pupils in 
rfietropolitan Atlanta and throughout the state. (The data are listed in Tables 17.) The 
Objective Profile Report for mathematics is listed in Table 19. 

Per fo r manc e by Schogi. The percentage of eighth grade pupils mastering the reading 
obje<:tives by sc:hool are listed in Table 20. No school exceeded the state performance 
levels of> all the objective's* However, the percentage of Sutton Middle S<:hool pupils 
rnastcning the reading objectives was higher than that of the state cki alj but Objective 9 
(to make generalizations and draw conc lusions). 



No school performed at or above the state performance levels in all the mathematics 
objectives. However, Sutton again demonstrated the highest performance by having the 
same or a higher percentage of the pupils master 8 of the 1 i mathematics cA)jectives. The 
percent of pupils m^sterii^ the mathematics objectives by school is listed in Table 21. 



Conclusions 

The performance levels of the eighth grade students of APS were below the state 
levels. The objectives should be analyzed by school in order to improve the basic 
iristruction, where indicated, and prepare pupils for the tenth grade Basic Skills Tests. 
The readily and mathematics objectives for the eighth grade listed in Table 16 and tfie 
reading and mathematics clusters of the Basic Skills Tests listed in Table 22 are similar. 
The eighth grade GCRT re»ilts few individual students should be used in planning their 
ninth grade instruction in language arts and mathematics. 
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Table 15 

Eighth Grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests 
Mean Scale Scores for Atlanta Public 
Schools and Georgia, 1981 -198^^ 



I' 



Atlanta Public Schools 



Georgia 





1981 


1982 


1983 




1981 


1982 


1983 




Reading 
















Word Identification * 


191 


193 


N/A 


N/A 






N/A 


N/A 


Literal Comprehension 


188 


190 


197 


199 


199 


201 


207 


209 


Inferential Comprehension 


191 


193 


H3 


193 


N/A 


N/A 


20^^ 


20*^ 


Problem Solving 


N/A 


N/A 


1^ 


19<f 


N/A 


N/A 


20^ 


206 


Reading Total 


190 


192 




195 


200 


201 


20k 


206 


Mathematics 


















Concept Identification 


192 


193 


196 


197 


202' 


20^^ 


206 


208 


Qomponent Operations 


192 


193 


196 


197 


202 


203 


206 


208 


Problem Solving 


191 


192 


196 


197 


201 


202 


206 


208 


Mathematics Total 


191 


192 


196 


197 


202 


203 


206 


208 



-32- 



. Table 16 

Eighth Grade Georgia Criterion-RerfererKied Tests Objectives and the 
Percentage of Atlanta Public Schools Pupils Mastering Each CH>jective 



Objective 



Percentage of Pupils 
Mastering Cfejectives 



READING OBJECTIVES 



Literal Comprehension 

1 . Distinguishes between fact and opinion* 

2. Recognizes explicitly stated main ideas, details, 
sequence of events, and cause and effect relationships. 

3. Interprets instructions. 



Inferential Cpgiprehension 



Recpgnizes implicitly stated main ideas, details, ^ 
M<|uence of events, and cause and effect relation^ips. 
5 ,/mterprets word meanings and patterns of language. 
i^. Interprets figurative language. 

7 . Recognizes prop^anda techniques. 

Problem Solving • ^ 

8. Uses reference sources^ 

9. Makes generalizations and draws corrclusions. 

10. Makes predictions and comparisons. 

1 1 . Recognizes relevamre of data. 



63 

35 
37 



33 

76 
58 



36 
65 

66 



MATHEMATICS OBJECTIVES 

Concept Identification 

1 . Translate forms of rational numbers. 

2. Identifies relations of numbers, properties of numlwrs, 
and properties of operations- 

3. Selects customary or metric units to measure length, . 
area, volume, weight, time, and temperature. 
Identifies relations and properties of sets of points. 

5. Determines probabilities. 

Component. O^rations ^ 

6. Computes with whole numbers, fractions, decimals, arKi 
percents. 

Applies formulas or units of mea^jrement to determine 
length, area, volume, weight, time, temperature, and 
determines amcxints of money. 
Selects appropriate operations for a given problem 
situation and the reverse. 

Prob icm SolvinK 
9. Solves word problems* 
10, Organizes data. 

1 1 • Interprets data which has been organized. 
!?• Rstimatr*; rosnlts. 



7. 



8. 



51 

75 



60 



56 
69 
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Table 17 



A Comparison of the Percentage of Grade 8 Pupils in 
Atlanta Public Schools, Georgia, and the Metro Area Who Achieved 
Mastery of the C^jectives on the Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests 



Percentage of Grade 8 Pupils 

Mastering Reading Objectives 

Atlanta Public Metro 

Objective Number Schools - Georgia Area 

.1 63 80 87 

2 35 57 60 

3 37 5* 58 
1^ 33 58 62 

5 ^8 68 71 

6 . 76 t 90 90 

7 58 • 76 79 

8 ' 36 57 62 

9 65 .8<^ 85 

10 40 61 62 

11 66 85 86 



Percerttage of Grade 8 Pupils 
Mastering Mathematics Objectives 



Atlarrta Public Metro 
Objective Number Schools Georgia Area 



1 


51 


76 


77 


2 


49 


^ 74 


76 


3 


44 


72 


74 


l^ 


41 


67 


71 


5 


75 


89 


89 


6 


60. 


82 


82 


7 


44 


72 


74 


8 


51 


75 


77 


9 


49 


73 


76 


10 


72 


87 


88 


11 


56 


75 


76 


12 


69 


82 


87 
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TABLE 18 

OBJECTIVE RROFILE REPORT 
FOR ATLANTX CLTV 



6RA0E 8 READII^ 



ilT^C^T 



CODE m 7610000 
PAGE W 01 



SPRINC^ 19B4 



>OBJECTiVE 1 Distinguishes fc>0tween fact and c^lnlon. 



PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (S OF 7 CORRECT)* 
GEORGIA 

METRO * * 

ATLANTA CITY 

OF YOUR 5419 STW)ENTS TESTED IN READING 

2632 May need help reco$;^lzlng statements of c^lnlon in typical 
textbook material. ^ 

2109 May need help recognizing signal words in slatements of 
op i n 1 on . y 



I 

Vii 
I 



>OBJECTIVE 2 Recognizes explicitly stated «a1n Ideas, details, 
sequencf^ of events and cause and effect 
relationships. 

. PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJE^TIV? (16 OF 18 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA^ 

METRO ^ ^ 

i» 0 ««« 1^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 4, ^ ^ ^ « 

ATLANTA CITY 

OF YtWR 5419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READING. 

Jt^i 5*^ '^•^ practice order 1r^ events presented In a passage. 
^645 May need additional Instrufttlon recognizing details stated 

In a passage. 1^ 
2663 May need help developing a concept of cause and effect. In 

addition, the stiKlent tmy need instruction recognlzlr^ 

relational words such as because or since that simtal cause end 

effect , " ▼ 

538 Play need practice Identifying the main Ictea or purTOse of a ' 
passage . 



>08»^^CTIVE 3 Interprets Ins truct 1on!9 . 



^ PFRCFNr ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (9 OF 11 CORRECT) 

f GEORGIA 

^♦^^♦♦^♦♦♦♦♦*****«**»* * *«54% 



METRO 



ATI ANT A riJi 



OF YOUR S4 19 STUDFNTS TFSTFD IN RFADING 
2695 May need practice completlna forms, 

3198 May need pract lct» interpreting Instructions presented In 
paragraph 



>OBJECTIVE 4 Recognizes Implicitly stated main ideas, c^tillls. 
sequence of events ami cause and effect 
relationships. 

PERCENT ACHIEVING OTJECTIVE (18 OF ?2 CORRECT > 
GEORGIA 

METRO 

ATLANTA CITY 

OF YOUR 5419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READING 

3374 May need Instruction In identifying a main Idea or purpose 

when It Is not airmctly stated. 
2319 May need Instruction Inferring detlills. 

3332 May need Instruction In ordering events when no sequence Is 
Stat ea . 

2638 May need nelp deve feeing a concept of cause and effect when 
signal words are not stated. 
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NT ABLE 18 CONPD. 
OBJECTtve PROFILE REPORT 
FOR ATMNTA CITY 
GRADE 8 REAOir^ SPRIMG 1964 



CODE MO 76f00O0 
PAGE HO 02 



>08JECTIVE 5 Interprets ii^ord meanings and patterns. of language. >(»JECTIVE 6 Interprets figurative lar^age. 



PERCENT ACHI^NG OBJECTIVE (6 OF 7 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 

••••••••••••68% 



METRO 

ATLANTA CITY 



^71X 



'48% 



OF YOUR S419 5TIK)ENTS TESTED IN READIISKS 



PERCENT ACHIEVING 0BJtCTIVE^(4 OF 7 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 



METRO 

ATLANTA CITY 



►90% 



►76% 



3728 May need practice using context to determine the meanira of 
words . . 



^QBUECTIVE 7 Recognizes propaganda technique^- 

♦ 

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE CS OF 7 CORRECT) 

GEORGIA ^ 

♦♦♦♦ ♦ * ♦ 76% 

METRO 

^ ♦••79% 

ATIANTA CITY 

♦♦♦♦♦♦ ♦ ♦♦♦♦ •♦58% 

OF YOim r>4t9 STUDENTS TESTED IN READING 

22ft3 May n€»ed experience in recognl7lr^ an underlying Intent to 
persuade. 



>OBJECTIVE 8 Uses reference sources, 

PERCENT ACHIEVING C^JECTIVE ( 10 OF M CORRECT) 
GEORGIA ^ 

METRO 

ATLANTA 'bjTY 

OF YOUR 54 19 STl/OENTS TESTED IN REAOIhKi 
3454 May need experience using a variety of reference resou^es. 




65 



66 
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TABLE 18 CONPD. 



OTJECTIVE PROFILE REPO«T 
FOR ATLANTA CITY 
GRADE 8 REAOir«» SPRII^ 1984 



CODE NO 7610000 
PAGE HO 03 



>OBU&CTlVE 9 Makes generalizations and draws corx:1us1ons. 



>OBdECTXVE 10 ^akes pred 1 c 1 1 ons 'and cor^rlsons. 



I 



PERCENT ACHIEVING OBOTCTIVE (7 OF^ 11 CORRECT) 
GECmGIA 

METRO 

►85% 

ATLANTA CITY 

OF YOUR 5419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READI> 

2^^ Instruction In making general iVat Ions. 

2541 May need Instruction in drawing conclusiipns. 

\ 

\ 



\ 



PERCENT ACHIEVING t^JECTIVE ( 1 1 OF 12 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 

METRO 

*62% 

ATLANTA CITY 

OF YOUR M19 STIK)ENTS TESTEP IN READING 

1529 May need Instruction in making comparisons, 
1552 May need practice In making predictions. 



>CWiJECTIVE 11 Recof^lzes relevance of data. 



PERCENT ACHIEVIf^ OBJECTIVE ( 4 OF 7 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 

METRO 

ATLANTA CITY 

OF YOUR 5419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READING 

laao May need practice dist ingulshfng relevant from Irrelevant 
Information for a given situation* 

I 
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TABLE 19 

OBJECTIVE PtoFILE REPO«JT 
rOR ATLANTA CITY 
GRADE 8 MATH SPRIf^ 1984 



CODE ^K} 7610CXX> 
PAGE NO 01 



>OfiU£CTIVE f Translates forms of ratlohal mmibers. 

/ 

^ PERCENT ACHIEVIM3 (ttJECTIVE (5 OF 9 CORRECT) 
GE^ORGIA . 

« 76% 

METRO 

ATLANTA CITY f 


OF YOUR 542t STUDENTS TESTER IN MATH 

949 May need help translating fractions to percents or the 
reverse. 

1136 May need help translating words to ni^wra^s or the reverse. 

1557 May need help translating decimals to percents or thB 
reverse. 

2428 May need help translating fractions to decimals or thm^ 
reverse. 



>06JECTIV£ 2 Identifies relations of nuAt>ers» properties of 
rnimbers and properties of operations. 



PERCENT ACHIEVING C«UECTIVE (6 OF 12 CQflRECT) 
GEORGIA 



►74% 



METRO 



^76X 



ATLANTA CITY 

OF YOUR 5427 STiA)ENTS TEST|p IN MATH 



/ 



3995 May need help ordering fractions* decimals or percents^ 
2462 May n^d help applying relations of mMibers such as ratio 
and proport ion. 



oo 

t 



>oaJECTIVE 3 Selects customary or metric, units to mBBSure 
length, area, volmse* weight* time and 
temperature. 

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBUECTIVE ( 7 OF 10 CORRECT) 
GFORGIA 

MFTRO ^ 

ATI ANTA <;! ry 

Of yOUP fj427 SrUOFNTS TFSTFD IN MATH 

324 May need >mlp selecting units to mBBsure length. 

1358 May need help selecting units to measure volume. 

1383 Mrty r?r«€»d help selj»r:tlng units to measure Ar#»A ^ 

1433 May need ^lelp selecting units to measure weight^ 



>08UECTIVE 4 Ktentifies relations and prc^rties of sets of 
points . 



PERCENT ACHIEVIhKS OBJECTIVE (9 OF 14 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 

t^^^^^^^* «^.«««67^ 

MFTRO 

ATLANTA CITY ^ 

OF YOUR 5427 STUDENTS TE5TFD IN MATH 

3777 M«y noed h«1p Identifying geometric .retations such as 

K rat 1st and perpendicular, 
y ne«fi help amilying gef>«<>tf Ic proper t I #>n such as riumber 
of degrees or the effects of slides, flips, or turns of figure 
3314 May need help identifying plane or solid fibres. 
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TABLE 19 CONPD. 
osaecTivf profile rpport 

FOR ATLANTA CITV 
GRADE 8 HATH SPRING 1984 



C(K)E NO 76IO0OO 
PAGE NO 02 



>06JECriVE 5 Determines pr obabH I ties. 

PERCENT ACHIEVIfW OBJECTIVE (4 OF 4 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 

METRO 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ ♦•♦♦^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^g^ 

ATLANTA CITY 

OF VOUR 5427 STUDENTS TESTED IN NATH 
1346 May need acWHIonal Instruction in determining probability. 



I 

1 



>08UECTIVE, 6 Cc^iputes nrlth whole nun^rs, fractl^s. decimals 
and percents. 



PERCENT ACHIEVIJ»«J OBJECT! Vt (9 OF 18 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 



►82% 



METftO 

ATLANTA CITY 



►82% 



OF YWJR 5427 ST1K9ENTS TESTED IN MATH 



Hit S£X J ^ Instruction n computing wit^ percents. 

If^^ 2fJ^ !^ ! ^ Instruct on In coinputlng with decimals. 

mfil f^l! Instruct on In computing with fractions. 

^18 1 mayneea additional Instruction in computing with whole 



mimbarS. 



>OBJECTfVF 7 Applies formulas or units of measurement to 
determine length, area, volume, weight, time, 
temperature and determines amounts of money. 

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (11 OF 23 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 

Mr TRO 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦74% 

Art ANT A C! I Y ^ 
••♦♦♦♦♦•♦»♦♦.♦♦♦...♦.♦ 44% ^ 

Of YOtm ^427 SrUDFNTS TESTED IN MATH 

Ma^^^^-rJepd help recalling ami/or applying standard and 
sff©n starKlard formulas. 
3586rMay need additional instruction In counting money or mal<ina 

fi^tango ^ ^ 

^^^^^ additional Instruction In determlnlnq lenoth 
^'^^1 additional instrtKitlon In determining volume 
AhH^ May rieed additional instruction In determining weight. 



>OBiiECTIVE 8 Soleets appropriate operations for a given or^li 
srtuatlon arnJ the he«i^erse 



PERCENT ACHIEVIf^ OBdECTjVF (4 OF 8 CORRECT) 
GFORGIA 

^♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦•.♦♦•♦•♦♦♦^♦♦^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

METRO 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦•♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^*^*»^^^^^^^^^^^^^^.^.^^ 

AfiANFA crrv 

Of Vmm 54?7 STUDENTS TESTED lU MATH 

4405 May need help selecting a problem situation for a given 

mathematical expression. 

12?9 May ne«»d t^lp s«lertlr>g ft m.i t hom;^ t i r fi i n.<nrossu>n fur « 
i given prnbleia situation 




71 
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TABLE 19 CONPD. 



OTJECTIVE PROFILE RETORT 
FOR ATLANTA CITY 
GRADE 8 MATH SPRING 1984 



CODE ^«^ Teioooo 

PAGE rW 03 



>08JECTIVE 9 Solves word prob fetus. 



>08JECTIVE 10 Organizes da^a. 



PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (5 OF 9 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 



METRO 

ATLANTA CITY 



^73% 



^49% 



OF yOOR 5427 STi^ENTS TESTED IN MATH 

2751 NecKi practice solving problems Involving more than one 
operation or st^. 



PERCENT ACHI€VING OBJECTIVE ( 3 OF 6 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 



METRO 

ATLANTA CITY 



*B7% 



72% 



OF Y(HIR 5427 STWENTS TESTED IN MATH 

4657 Need addltlor^l Instruction Ih organizing data Into tat>1es 

charts, grains and diagrams. 
3216 ^teed help Identifying Information necessary to solve a 

problem. 



O 
I 



>OBJECTlVE II Interprets data which has been organized. 



PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (5 OF 8 CORRECT) 
GFORGIA 

75% 

MFTRO 

>ilri ANrA M ry 

56% 

Of YOUR 5427 STUOFNfS TESTED IN MATH 

V 

4653 May neiKl additional Instruction In determining mean and 
.mode 

747 May n^pd additional Instruction In Interpretinq graphs. 
IM? May need additional Instruction In interpret Ir^) charts or 
f anies 
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>08jEcriVE 12 Estimates results 

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (2 OE 4 CORRECT) 
GEORGIA 

• * 87% 

METRO 

•♦•^ ♦♦••.♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦i,7y„ 

ATLANTA CITY 

OF YOUR 5427 STlK)rNTS TFSTFO IN MAIM 

3146 May need acMltlonai practlc#» in using estimation to solve 
problams . 
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TABLE 20 



pfffCfNt or STUDfNfs ACMiFviNG oR^frmrs 

FOO ATtANfA ClfV 
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GEORGIA BASIC SKILLS TESTS PERFORMANCE 



Georgia Basic Skills Tests (GBST) was designe^d to measure achievement in 
reading, mathematics, and problem solving* A passing score on the GBST is a state 
requirement for graduation with a diploma for all pupUs, beginning with those pupils who 
entered the ninth grade in the 1981-82 school year. (A detailed analysis of the GBST 
results is includefl in Report No. 18-3, 7/8^, entitled Georgia Basic Skills Tests , 1983-8<f 
which can be obtained from the Division of Research, Evaluation, and Data Processing.) 

Overall PerfOTmance 

After administering the GBST in the fall and again in the spring to those identified 
students who did not receive a passing score on both the reading and mathematics tests, 
91 percent of the regular tenth grade {xipils passed the reading test, and 85 percent passed 
the mathematics test. When special education and English as a Second Language (ESL) 
students were included, the percentage of tenth graders passing was 88 percent in reading 
and 83 percent in mathematics. ^ 

After the spring testing period, 96 percent of the regular eleventh grade pupils passed 
the reading test, and 95 percent passed the mathematics test. The percentage of eleventh 
graders passing was 95 percent for reading and 93 percent for mathematics when special 
education and ESL pupils were included. 

The list of skills measured by the GBST is reported in Table 22.. The skills are 
similar, and in some cases identical, though at a higher level of difficulty, to the skills 
measured on the eighth grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests . 

C onclusions 

Mastery of certain basic skills is required for graduation from high school with a 
diploma. The GBST mealsures the skills which are introduced, not at the high school Hf?vel, 
but at the primary level. The skills assessed at the/first, fourth, eighth, and tenth grides 
form a continuum. The key to mastery of the skills of tha GBST is not remediation, which 
is necessary for some students currently, but careful attention to the objectives asscsged 
at the early grade levels an«i tlic use of the test data in instruf tionai planning. \ 



Table 22 
BdSK: Skills Test Skill Clusters 



J 
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READING CLUSTERS 

Literal Comprehension 

1 . The student distinguishes between fact and opinton - 

2. The student recognizes explicitly stated main ideas, details, sequences of events, and cause and effect relationships. 

1 . Th^/^dent interprets instructions . ^ 
Cnferehtial Comprehension ' 

* . The student recognizfes implicitly stated main ideas, details, sequences of events, and cause and effect relationship s. 
5- The student interprets semantic relattOTShtps , 

The student interprets figurative language^ 
7. The student recognizes propaganda techniques * 
Problem Solving 
S. The student locates information in reference materials, 

. The student makes generalizations and draws conclusions^ * 

10. The student makes predictions and comparisons . 

1 1. The student recognizes relevance of data^ 

1 2. The student recognizes appropriate reference sources . ^ 

\ 

MATHEMATICS CLUSTERS 

Concept fdentiftcation ' * 

L The student translates numerical forms of ratiw^ai numbers ^ * 

2, The student orders fractions^ decimals, or pef<:ents> 

The student identifies customary or metric units to measure length, area> weight, time, and temt>erature, 
^. The student identifies sets of points using standard names or Cartesian coordinates . 

5. The student tck^tif tes geometric relatkHis and properties. 
* Compone nt Operation s 

6. The student applies formulas and proportl<yi5 > 

^. The student computes with whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and percents. 
•S, The student deter 'nine a mounts of money > 

^' t?r^*rlwrl ^-^'st^'^^y * 'Tietric .inits of mMsjre.nmt to determine length, ar ea, volume, weight, ti.ne, and 

:^hie'n Solving 

I h Pt» srudt-nt tiyjm.l^rl^resultj usin«; r.winded mimhers 4,1th or witho^it inits .)f measiirff-nent- 

il. Ihr st'jflprn s^'le* rs .ip pro|>ria te op^ ^ritio ns. 

\ J. The St jf lent v.)lv^s simple wcy djyoble^n s- 

t ^- r^r stijHf^nt .Tf ^ani/.es data into tables, chart s and ^rdf)h^ 

I The student fnterj>rets_day whir:h has been orj^ani/,ed. 
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